[image: ]


GRANGE GATESHEAD CIC
KEY LEGISLATION AND STATUTORY GUIDANCE HANDBOOK
Supporting Safeguarding, SEMH, Wellbeing and Educational Engagement
Introduction
Grange Gateshead CIC (GGCIC) is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people. Our work is informed by relevant legislation, statutory guidance, and best practice frameworks that support safeguarding, inclusion, wellbeing, educational engagement, and positive outcomes.
This document provides an overview of the key legislation and guidance that underpins our services, policies, and professional practice.

Children Act 1989
The Children Act 1989 provides the foundation for child welfare law in England and Wales. The Act establishes that the welfare of the child is paramount and places duties on organisations and professionals to protect children from harm and promote their development.
For GGCIC, this legislation reinforces our responsibility to place the best interests of children and young people at the centre of all decisions and interventions.



Children Act 2004
The Children Act 2004 strengthened safeguarding arrangements and introduced a duty for agencies to work together to improve outcomes for children and young people.
The Act promotes partnership working between education, health, social care, and community organisations to ensure children receive coordinated support.

Children and Families Act 2014
The Children and Families Act 2014 introduced major reforms relating to Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).
The Act promotes:
· Early intervention 
· Person-centred planning 
· Family participation 
· Improved educational outcomes 
This legislation directly supports GGCIC's commitment to inclusive and personalised support.

Working Together to Safeguard Children
Working Together to Safeguard Children is statutory guidance outlining how organisations and professionals should work together to protect children.
The guidance emphasises:
· Early help 
· Information sharing 
· Multi-agency collaboration 
· Child-centred practice 
· Safeguarding responsibilities 
GGCIC adopts these principles throughout its services.



Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE)
Keeping Children Safe in Education is statutory guidance issued by the Department for Education.
It outlines safeguarding responsibilities for schools and organisations working with children and young people.
The guidance covers:
· Child protection 
· Online safety 
· Safer recruitment 
· Allegations management 
· Staff conduct 
· Safeguarding culture 
GGCIC aligns its safeguarding practices with KCSIE principles.

Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006
This Act established the framework for safer recruitment and vetting procedures.
The legislation supports:
· Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks 
· Safer recruitment practices 
· Protection of children and vulnerable adults 
GGCIC undertakes appropriate recruitment and safeguarding checks for staff and volunteers.


Equality Act 2010
The Equality Act 2010 protects individuals from discrimination and promotes equality of opportunity.
The Act covers protected characteristics including:
· Age 
· Disability 
· Race 
· Religion or belief 
· Sex 
· Sexual orientation 
GGCIC is committed to creating inclusive environments where all individuals are treated fairly and with respect.

Human Rights Act 1998
The Human Rights Act incorporates fundamental rights and freedoms into UK law.
Key principles include:
· Respect for dignity 
· Protection from discrimination 
· Right to family life 
· Freedom of expression 
GGCIC seeks to uphold these rights in all aspects of its work.




Data Protection Act 2018
The Data Protection Act 2018 governs how personal information is collected, processed, stored, and protected.
The Act supports:
· Privacy 
· Confidentiality 
· Security of personal information 
· Accountability 
GGCIC is committed to handling information responsibly and securely.

UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR)
UK GDPR establishes standards for the lawful processing of personal data.
The framework supports:
· Transparency 
· Accountability 
· Data minimisation 
· Individual rights 
GGCIC processes personal information in accordance with GDPR principles.




Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice
The SEND Code of Practice provides guidance for organisations supporting children and young people with additional needs.
The Code promotes:
· Early identification 
· Inclusion 
· Person-centred planning 
· Partnership with families 
This guidance aligns closely with GGCIC's SEMH and educational engagement work.

Mental Health and Behaviour in Schools Guidance
This guidance supports schools and organisations in understanding the relationship between mental health, wellbeing, and behaviour.
The guidance encourages:
· Early intervention 
· Positive relationships 
· Trauma-informed practice 
· Whole-school approaches 
These principles inform GGCIC's RESTORE Framework™.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 (Prevent Duty)
The Prevent Duty requires organisations to have due regard to preventing people from being drawn into terrorism.
The guidance promotes:
· Safeguarding 
· Early identification of vulnerability 
· Appropriate referral pathways 
GGCIC recognises that safeguarding includes protecting children and young people from radicalisation and extremism.

Online Safety
Children and young people increasingly engage with digital technologies and online environments.
GGCIC promotes:
· Safe online behaviour 
· Digital resilience 
· Appropriate use of technology 
· Awareness of online risks 
Online safeguarding forms part of our wider safeguarding responsibilities.

GGCIC Commitment
Grange Gateshead CIC is committed to ensuring that all services are delivered in accordance with relevant legislation, statutory guidance, safeguarding responsibilities, and best practice standards.
We regularly review our policies and procedures to ensure compliance and maintain the highest standards of support for children, young people, families, schools, and communities.
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Restore Hope. Empower Futures.
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